The long interval of almost uninterrupted peace and tranquillity-which Europe has enjoyed, and which is now disturbed not so much by international quarrels as by intestine commotion, has left the minds of men at liberty from the engrossing thoughts and efforts which war demands ; and the result has shown itself,?and, we trust, in spite of a temporary check, will continue to show itself,?in the advance of all the arts and sciences. 
liberty from the engrossing thoughts and efforts which war demands ; and the result has shown itself,?and, we trust, in spite of a temporary check, will continue to show itself,?in the advance of all the arts and sciences. ' to heal all manner of diseases.' " When, however, he passes the boundaries of European civilization (and we, of course, include the civilized states of the New World within them), his labours become far more valuable and far more effective. In highly-civilized nations medical science has interpenetrated the social condition of the people; and much of the prophylactic and practical knowledge of the profession is in daily application without the assistance of individual practitioners. The abounding numbers, too, of skillful hands and well-stored heads, lead to a lower estimate of the value of a skilled practitioner. He is no longer considered as "more than armies to the country's weal." But if we turn our eyes to half-civilized nations or to barbarous tribes, and mark the treatment of the sick and the ravages of disease amongst them, the glory of the medical profession?its power to save from misery and death?stands forth in brilliant clearness. "Behold Dr. Grant," says Dr. Macgowan, "armed only with his needle for the removal of cataract, forcing mountain passes, and, amidst ferocious warriors, winning his way to their homes and their hearts. On account of his professional skill he was enabled to traverse in safety regions heretofore untrodden by civilized man, and in whose defiles an army would perish in effecting an entrance." The destruction from epidemical diseases is frightfully appalling, especially from smallpox ; and the sad traces of syphilis apparent amongst distant tribes, since they have become familiarized with Europeans, show that medical aid to the sufferers is called for alike as an act of moral duty and of Christian love. The treatment of the sick in many countries is truly cruel, either from ignorance, superstition, or apathy. The Brahmin priest chokes the sick Hindoo with mud from the Ganges, and the weak, the aged, and the dying are left ex-posed on its banks to the glare of a burning sun, or are lield up in tlie river and its sacred water poured down their throats until they expire. Immense The facts and views we have just detailed are sufficient of themselves to show that medical deontology and medical ethics have risen from their cradle, and present to the physician a much wider field of thought and moral action than has hitherto been assigned to him. We think, however, that a due consideration of the true position and duties of the physician demands a more comprehensive tone and method than these exhibit.
The physician's proper study is man in every possible relation. He has to study man as a spiritual being, and as a mere animal; as a moral creature, and as a piece of vital machinery; as in the "image of God," and as an unreasoning brute. In considering him as a spiritual and moral being, the physician, in common with the philosopher, trenches upon theology and moral philosophy, and is bound to study all questions thence arising in connexion with the structure, functions, and disorders of the brain and nervous system. It cannot be matter of surprise that with such a wide scope of inquiry, and a scope which it is imperative that the physician should occupy, the physician has come to conclusions not always in accordance with the principles of dogmatic theology, or of the popular [J uly, code of morals ; that he has been lenient in his judgments, slow to punish, ready to plead human infirmity in excuse for crime, thrown the shield of professional opinion over the thief and murderer; looked not for uniformity of faith and practice, pleaded for toleration, has been latitudinarian in his principles, and, in The authorized Pharmacopseia is a proof of the one; the " antibilious pills," "antiscorbutic drops," "family pills," and the thousand nostra of the quacks, are the proofs of the other. The demand then being certain, why leave the sale of these specific compound remedies exclusively to the ignorant pretender ? Why not let the bye-law run that the practitioner shall not patent, recommend, or sell any remedy, the composition of which is not known to the Society and approved of by them 1
We observe with pleasure that the sale of drugs and pharmaceutical preparations is permitted to the practitioner. It is certain such an acknowledgment of professional status to the shop-surgeon will be received by that class with gratitude, and will add dignity to each person so practising. It is the man of the res angusta domi ministering to the man of the res angusta domi; and the poor are glad so to get from the surgeon-chemist what otherwise they must get from the drug-chemist, or not have at all?that is, aid in sickness, unless they seek a medical charity. The true method would be for the profession to have a fixed number of such authorized shops in each town, managed by qualified practitioners, but placed under the surveillance of the associated profession residing in the locality. At such establishments the poor could be chiefly supplied with drugs and advice across the counter, and depots established for the sale of the popular medicines of the faculty.
We are well aware that there may be objections raised against such a plan, on the ground that it would impugn the respectability of the profession. The word respectable is perhaps the most ill-used word in the vocabulary ; it is the phrase of a bilious mediocrity ; generally speaking, the attempt to be respectable is nothing more dignified than a mere pandering to dullness. Anything that is poor, or ministers to the wants of the poor, is not respectable. The first principle should be unity to carry out the moral objects of the profession. Let "good-will towards men" be the rallying cry of those who seek an organization; let the list of their demands include every means whereby the profession may be made more extensively useful to mankind; in short, let religion and morals, in some such sense as we have so imperfectly set forth, be the sole object of their union. With these principles to guide, the humblest apothecary will find his place, and be made useful; every man of good principles and high feelings will be made welcome, however high or however low he may be ; and so union and strength will arise. Then from every grade of the profession a higher tone of feeling may be looked for with reference to each other, and while all honorably compete for the public favour, the wisest and best will be at the head, and govern. The conventionalisms of differences of education and title, and the hundred pettinesses which set professional brother against brother, will appear in their true character as utterly insignificant, when compared with the gloriously beneficent and gi*and objects which a united profession might compass. 
